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At the two thirds mark of the 74th edition of the Nevada State Legislature we find not one, but two deadlines have come and gone, budget deficits have been turned into budget surpluses, and prognostication has begun in earnest about a special session - not whether there will be a one, but just how long it will last.

April 13th brought with it the “first house committee passage deadline” by which bills had to pass the committee of the house of origin in order to continue on in the process. That was followed by the “first house passage deadline” eleven days later by which bills had to pass the house of origin in order to continue – in other words, Assembly bills had to pass the Assembly, and Senate bills had to pass the Senate. All told, approximately 263 bills failed to meet the deadlines. 

The award for “Best Use of ‘The New Math’ by Government” goes to: the governor’s Budget Office. A few weeks ago the budget office claimed a budget shortfall necessitating budget cuts of nearly $115 million. Amid the furor and frothing at the mouth, agencies went to work and submitted reductions of nearly $140 million - putting the budget in the black - all while keeping education whole, sort of. The celebration was short-lived, however. Subsequent budget hearings revealed a continuing under performance of local school sales tax to the tune of $80 million. That figure, accompanied by a decrease in local property tax revenue of nearly $32 million, set us up for “another” shortfall of $110 million the state is obligated to make up to fund schools.  So before the black ink was dry the red ink was flowing again; and it’s clear the money will run out long before the ink.

Adding to state funding woes is the continuing conundrum of transportation. On the heels of the Assembly Democrats introducing their omnibus transportation funding tax bill, several targeted industries began to “educate” legislators to the negative effect of yet another tax on their particular industry. Those squeals were readily countermanded by other industries attempts to “educate” legislators on the negative effect of not addressing transportation infrastructure now. All of this “education” caused legislators to impose an education empowerment program that would allow them to choose who would educate them and how and about what, bringing a squeal of delight from the governor that he finally got his education empowerment plan. 

All of the hard work during the last two weeks was capped off by the tradition of the Donkey v. Elephant basketball game. The entertaining ritual is one in which Republican legislators and Democrat legislators (and various “ringers”) suit up on opposite sides of the ball to see who will be master of the court. Following tradition, it appeared many participants failed to realize it was a game of basketball not football, and at least one legislator was injured and on crutches at work the following day. This session’s event had a bit more excitement as Republicans held a 14 point advantage with just over 2 minutes remaining that was erased and finally eclipsed by two free throws at the 2-second mark giving Democrats (the Donkeys) the win.  

As if one athletic contest isn’t enough, next week brings the traditional Senate v. Assembly softball game - another entertaining display of nascent athletic prowess by legislators and their ringers.

Now back to work. With only 38 days of legislating left, minds, pens (and a few political knives) are beginning to sharpen. Next week brings the report from the state’s Economic Forum that will offer final projections of expected revenues from the state’s major tax sources that comprise the General Fund. An always-anticipated report, it signals the beginning of the end as the money committees and leadership start to slice-and-dice and cut-and-paste the budget to fund the state’s obligations for the next two years. 
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