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A flood of bills was unleashed to meet some major deadlines as we look back on the last fortnight of the 74th regular session of the Nevada State Legislature. Controversy still swelled amid continuing discussion of legal defense funds, allegations of fiscal mismanagement, state budget woes and “woopsies”, and news that state tax revenue collection is underperforming.  And the 120-day clock ticked on…

Monday, March 19th was a major deadline for introduction of legislation- and many took full advantage of the opportunity. More than 200 bills were introduced on everything from toll roads, renewable energy, more campaign rules and several million dollars worth of special appropriations. By day’s end that first Monday, the total count of bills in both the Senate and Assembly reached just over 900.

During budget discussions, lawmakers expressed displeasure over repeated requests for amendments to the executive budget. In subsequent discussions, lawmakers asked for clarification of the governor’s position on fees, specifically which fees constitute a tax and which fees are just, well, fees.

Speaking of fees, a senate committee heard a proposal allowing schools to charge fees to parents of unruly students. So much for your lunch money, junior; and your cigarette money as well, as another bill was passed in committee making teen smoking in Nevada illegal. To round out the fining of parents and their kids, lawmakers heard testimony on a bill that would fine parents who let their children ride their bikes without a helmet.  

 On the heels of a bill urging congress to repeal it, the federally mandated REAL ID ACT received strenuous objection by a joint budget committee in spite of an 18-month phase-in offer from the feds. A statewide Strategic Healthcare Plan developed during the interim was presented to the legislature calling for greater communication, cooperation and collaboration among the state’s various healthcare entities, institutions and agencies.

The Nevada GOP caucus has decided to move its presidential primary to the same day as the Nevada Democrats primary. Meanwhile, a senate committee heard multiple presentations from solar and geothermal energy providers and developers. Not to be outdone, an assembly panel heard testimony about public private partnerships with respect to toll roads, er, transportation projects. Among the panelists was former US Senator Dick Gephardt on behalf of Goldman Sachs who is heavily involved in toll road projects around the nation. (The astute reader may wish to make an observation here linking the above three stories to an abundance of ‘hot air.’ One could, if one were so inclined.).

Nevada doctors asked lawmakers for the ability to express an apology to an affected family following a medical mistake. While such a statement would be inadmissible as evidence in a court action, physicians said the apology is good for both the doctor and the family of the patient.

The Senate Human Resources and Education committee reviewed competing proposals for empowerment schools. The governor’s proposal would provide for district and school-level design teams and grant nearly $500 per student to implement an empowerment plan. A counter-proposal from the Democrats – called LEAPS – would allow designs teams to implement an empowerment plan to decentralize decision-making by granting local schools control over 90% of their budget. Either way - more money or more control – empowerment is compelling.

Other issues of interest included a bill outlining the way employers may and may not manage tips and gratuities policies in the workplace, giving control of those policies to employees rather than management. The confusing practices of credit card companies was reviewed in detail, raising concerns to the point one lawmaker remarked that he was going to take all of his money and hide it in a sock. And speaking of disclosure, a bill was heard requiring the Southern Nevada Water Authority to “open the books” on its proposed 250-mile pipeline project to divert water from eastern Nevada to southern Nevada.

Finally, another major deadline for introduction of legislation came and went on the second Monday, the 26th. By the end of that day, nearly 200 more bills were introduced, bringing the current total to nearly 1,200. Let’s see…1,200 divided by 120 is, um, carry the one…too many bills and not enough time! 

And there won’t be enough time for the next fortnight. We’re about to enter the busiest two weeks of the legislative session. Bills need to be out of the committee of the first house by Friday, April 13th. Lawmakers and legislative advocates expect some long days and nights as committees in both houses pack hearings with eight or more bills followed by work sessions with an equal number of bills. The days of committees not meeting because of a lack of bills are over, at least for now.

We have been monitoring AB26 on behalf of AIA Nevada.  This bill requires the principals of any business that holds itself out to practice any of the design professions regulated by the State Board must prove that the principals of that business are actually holders of a certificate of registration issued by the Board.  That bill passed both houses and was signed by the Governor on March 20, 2007.  We are still awaiting further action on SB201 but we have been assured that the bill will be amended to allow architects to conduct “constructability reviews”.  Section 14 of SB201 will be amended to reflect this change.
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